
WESTPORT LIBRARY ASSOCIATION BY.I.AWS
RESTATED, REVISED, AND ADOPTED

February 2A,2A18

ARTICLE ONE
Name

Section 1,1 Namq This association shall be known as the Westport Library Associa-
tion

AHTICLE TWO
Purpose

Sectiorl2.l. Pglpgse: The association shall implement the stated business and object
thereof as set forth in the Certificate of lncorporation by the maintenance of a circulating libiary
and free reading room in the Town of Westport.

ARTICLE THREE
Trustees

Section 3.1. Num-ber and Qualification: The business and affairs of the association
sh-all bernanaged and administered by a Board of Trustees consisting of twelve to fifteen
(12-15) Trustees, all of whom shall be elected by the Board of Trustees. Trustees shall be over
the age of twenty-one (21) years and residents of the Town of Westport.

, $ection 3.2. Terms: Each Trustee shall be elected by the Board of Trustees for a term
of three (3) years, at which time the Trustee will accept another term or serve on the board until
his or her successor is elected.

Section 3.3. Vacancies: The office of any Trustee shall become vacant on his or her
deat!, resignation, refugal or inability to act, removal from office or expiration of term. ln addi-
tion, if any Trustee shall fail to attend three consecutive meetings of the Board of Trustees
without excuse accepted as satisfactory by the Board of TrusteLs, he or she shall be deemed
to have_resigne{and the office of such Trustee shallthereupon become vacant. Any vacancy
on the Board of Trustees may b9 filled at any meeting of the Board of Trustees, provided thai
the notice of such meeting shall specify_the existence of such vacancy and plaie the filling
thereof on the agenda of the meeting. Any vacancy may be filled eithir from a state of a riomi_
nating committee which shall have been established by the Board, or from nominations made
by not less that two active Trustees.

ARTICLE FOUR
Meetins of the Board of TrusJees

Sectig_n 4.'t. Eeqlrlal and Annual Meetinss: Regular meetings of the Board of
Trustees shall be held at least quarterly, at such dated, times, and plaies as shall be fixed by
the Board. One of said meetings, which_shall be held during the nionth of January of Februiry
shall be designated the annual meeting for the election of Trustees and officers.



Section 4.2. Speciat Meetinqsi Speciat meetings of the Board may be called from

timetotimebytr'"ffiewrittenorema-ilrequestofanyTrustee,inwhich
event such m6eting shall be held within thirty (30) days'

Section 4.3. Quorum: The presence of six (6) Trustees shall constitute a quorum for

thetranffianymeetingoftheBoardofTrustees,exceptthatnayactionre-
qrir"J oipermitted io ne t"t 

"n 
by the eoird of Trustees may be t-akgn without a meeting' or at

d"v **tiiig in absence of a qugiu.rr, up on the written consent of all members of the Board to

th6 adoption of a resolution authorizing the action.

Section 4.4. Notices: Notices of the time and place of each meeting of the Board of

Tiustees shall be sent by emailto the usual address of each Trustee'

ARTICLE FIVE
Officers

Section 5.1' Officers of the Associationl The officers of the association shall be a

presiOe reasurer. The officers shall be elected by the

EoirO from among its members at each annual meeting and shall hold office untilthe next an-

nruir*"ting or uitit their successors shall be elected. Uqon the death, resignation, refusal or

inability to it, or removal from office of any officer of the pgard between annual meetings, a

iuiC"d"ot may Oe nominated an elected a{ any meeting of the Board to serve until the next

annualmeeting.

Section 5.2. Prcsident The president shall be the chief executive officer of the associ-

ationw@horitycustomarilyassociatedwiththatoffice,andshallhave
g;""*t and adive charge of and sup-ervision ovei the business and affairs of the association'

ihe president shatl preside at all meetings of the Board of Trustees'

Section 5.3. Vice Prcsident The vice president, during the abs-ence or disability of the
preside@andshallperformallofthedutiesofthepresident'

Section 5.4. Secretarv: The secretary shall prep?F and fonryard minutes of meetings
tothedffimeetingwillbestoredwithinthelibrary.Custodyofcorporate
o"JrO" and seat of association are provided to the secretary. The secretary shall have authori-

* on behalf of an in the name of the association, to affix the seal, sign, and countersign all.

coniracts, notes, obligations, cefiificates, and other binding legal instruments as shall require

the signaiures of the one or more than one officer of the association. During the absence or
inabiliiy of the secretary the duties of the secretary shall be performed by such other officer as

the Bolrd of Trustees shall designate or appoint and any notice required to be given to the sec-
retary and any action required td be taken by the secretary may be given to, or taken by, such
other officer.

Section 5.5. Treasurer: The treasurer shall receive and shall have custody of the funds

andseffiionwithauthoritytodepositthesameinthenameofassociation
in such bank or trust company as the Board shall designate. The treasurer shall keep accurate

books and records of accouni, and shall be authorized, on behalf of and in the name of the as-
sociation, to sign, countersign, or endorse checks, notes, securities, or other instruments of
value or indebtedness and to pay all of the obligations of the association as directed by the
Board of Trustees and otherwiseas they fall due. The treasurer shall supervise the preparation
of the annual financial statements of the association and present a financial report at each reg-
ular meeting of the Board of Trustees. During the absence or inability of the treasure, the du-



L"nt"iJ }""ffi|ilit: 
shall be performed bv such other officer as the Board of rrustees shail des-

ARTICLE SIX
Committees

Section 6.1._Standing Committees: The Board of..Trustees, by resolution adopted byamajorityoftheentire@ef;-#;;i,it",n"*ut;Jil;;utivecommittee
and such other standing cgmhittees, eacn consisting ofihree or more Tiustees, as it shallde_termine, in its disoetion. Such committees;h;iffi:Iucfr-autnority as the Board shail deter_mine, except that no committee snalt n_ave the iuthontyio'ruf vacaniies in the Board ofTiustees or in any committee, ,rnend,'or repeatany Oylh;/s or adopt any new by_laws, or
ffi::flStt"pealanv 

resolution of theBoaii *r,i"##it;i;* shan'not u"'"o rr"ndable or

Section 6.2. SpecialCommittees: The Board may create such specialcommittees asmay be deemed oesiraote-Unlessttrffi"" piJriJ"i lfiiesotution, the members of suchcommittees shail be.appointeg by ttre presiOeiiH;;Ailciation 
with the consent of theBoard. Such committLes snaU fi6ve iucn iutf,ority rJinEto"rd shaltdetermine and shail re_main in existence for such periods rJtn" Board shalldetermine.

An Advisory Councii may be estabtisGO if "ft;,;; the need arises. The purpose ofthe Council will be to provide aisistance to the goirO oi frustees of the Library in the conductof the affairs of the Li6rary.
At such time as seems desirable an! at the recommendation of the president with theconsent of the Board, membership on the &il*,y fi;"ii;r.,;lro" 

"trJlli.t. irevious mem_bers of the Board, supporters ancj trienos oiln" iliLrlry,';i. persons whose abilities or advicemay be usefulto the Library Board.
Members of the Advisory Council wilt not have fixed terms or regularly scheduled meet-ings. They will have no vote on actions taken by tfre edilot scrreOubilr"6ting.. They willhave no vote on actions t1k"n OVifre eoard of TrusteJ..-nt the discretion;ilf;; president,members of the Advisory 

Qoqncil *"v ?"jl_rjidi;';t;;o'particutar meetings of the Trusteesor to be assigned.specific tasks for theLrorary.
There will be no limit on the numbe, of members of the Advisory Council, and theCouncil willcontinue to exist as long Js tne eoird of iilt"". wishes it to do so.

Section 6.3..Membefship and eualifications: Committee members shall be chosenby the members of tneEoara oiffis.
ARTICLE SEVEN
lndemnification

Section 2.1. lndemnification: Any Truste9 9r aly officer of the association made aparty to any legat ac]jgn orproceeoing.by virtue of tnel#i{nat he or she is or was a Trustee orofficer of the association, shalt ne entilled to ne inOemnitiJOV the association to the fullestextent permitted by law The association shall Oeiutf,oii'ieO to purchase and maintain in effectappropriate insurance with respect to its oOfigation to ind-eilnity.sr"n iru"i"*r.and officers,and shall also be authorized to purchase anO-maintain in etii:ct appropriate insurance uponsuch Trustees and officers, to the fulbjiextent permitteO nV faw.



ARTICLE EIGHT
Bv-Law Amendments

Boardffi "ff ??H#i'&i:'H:ni:3"1"i:"[ffi'#.i:lTotice
of the proposed changes to be voted upon shall accompany the notice of such meeting'

ARTIC.LE NINE
Provisions Required to Tax Exempt Status

Section 9.1- Omanizatlonel P--g-rpose: The associations organized exclusively for char-

itable,religious,uo,ffised,including,forsuchpurposes,themaking
of distributions to orgpnizations that quafify as exempt organizations under Section 501 (c) {3}

of the lnternal n"r.,Y*ft'6;i;;iiG;(*iil;'dionai-ns provision of anv future united

Statues lnternal Revenue Law)'

Section 9.2. Earning ?r!{,Lgb-bing: No part of the.net earnings of the association shall

inuretothebenefitffi,itimemoers,trustee,officers,orotherprivate
persons, except tl,ui'ir," "*p"-tuti* 

shari-ue auihorized and empowered to pay reasonable

compensation for ="*i"." rendered anO io maXe PQYmeryg and distributions in furtherance of

the purposes set to[ft in Section 9'1' nereot' frfo iutistantial part of the activities of the corpe'

ration shall be the carrying on of propag;;;' oiotfrerwise attempting to influence Iegislation'

and the corporationiiiuiiiot putii"ip"tilotlnt**tne in (includini tne publishing or distribution

of statements) any poriticaltdmpaid! on nenaf of any cindidatelor public office' Not-

withstanding any other provision of tnese aftiCtei, tfrd corporation shhll not carry on any other

activities not permitted [o OJcarrieO on-{a) UV a cbrporation exempt from federal income tax

under Section 501(cip) ot ili" rnttin"l niienire Code ot 1954 (or the correspo.n$ino provision

of any future Unitei'ilhtes lnternal Revenue Law) or (b) by.a corporation' contributions to

which are deductioi" unbet s""tion rzOicXi) ot tn" lni6rnit Revenue Code of 1954 {or corre-

$ftirJ Jrovision ot any future United States Revenue Law)'

$ection 9.3. Dissolution:. Upon the dissolution of the corporation' the Board of

Trustees shall, atteffi:ht-or-m?f<in'g provLion for the payment of a[ of the liabilities of the

corporation, dispose oi atitt',e asseti oi if'" 
"otporation 

exclusivety for the purposes of the

corporation in sucn manner, o. to such organizdtion or.olganizations organized and operated

exclusively for charitable, educatiol, terijilrs oiscientin" gy'.gq*.d g::hfl1{,tne time qualify

as an exempt organiiJii;n ;;;ig,niiatio"ns under Section 501{c)Q)^of the lnternal Revenue

Code of 1954 (or the corresponding provision of any future United Statues lnternal Revenue

Law), as tfre BoarO of fru"#L" mufiOeit'*ine- nny such assets not so disposed of shall be

disposed of on any petition to andappto"i ottf''" bupremt Gourt of the State of New York of

the county in which the principal office oitftJcorporation is then located' exclusively for such

purposes or to such oiginizaiion or orggnizations' as said Court shall determine' which are or-

badi="d and operated exclusively for sueh purposes'

Section 9.4. Amendments to,Arti$le,Ninq Notwithstandinq any provision to the con-

traryinArticle=ign9gtlojcontainedinthisArticleNinemaybe
effected except upon t unanimous vote of the B6ard of Trustees of the association'


